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Dear Brothers and Sisters 
“The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, having consulted the Ordinaries of the Dioceses, 
has agreed that the cessation of public liturgies should begin from Friday evening 20th March 2020. 
Because of the situation the Church finds herself in, the obligation for the faithful to attend Holy Mass 
on a Sunday or Holy day of Obligation is removed, until further notice.“ 
 

During this period, our churches will remain open for private prayer before the Blessed Sacrament,  
St Joseph’s will be open on Monday, Wednesday and Sunday from 10.30am - 12noon and St Alban’s 
from 9-1pm every day.   There will be no organised services.  Fr Devan and Fr Ramesh will celebrate a 
private mass at 9.30am each day for our parish intentions and all those affected by the coronavirus. 
 

Live-streaming of mass will be available for those who have the facilities to take part in the mass at 
home.  For example The National Shrine of Our Lady of Walsingham will continue its liturgical 
programme and this will be available to all via the Internet on www.walsingham.org.uk. 
 

We are required to cancel all Baptism, Reconciliation, First Sacraments, Confirmation, Weddings and 
Initiation as at the Easter Vigil until further notice.  Funeral services should only take place at the 
crematorium or the graveside and arrangements will be made to celebrate masses in memoriam when 
we can gather again as a congregation. 
 
In case of necessity baptisms and anointing of the sick will be celebrated with all the hygiene 
precautions that are being laid down by the Church in its COVID-19 advice. 

Please Remember in your Prayers 
 

 

Those who are sick 
 

Dave Dodgson, Christine Turner, Sheila Ronayne, 
Kevin Thompson, Gwen Bucknell, Mary Pelling, Bart 
Cosgrove, John Dittman, Allan Bucknall, Anthony 
Jones, Brendan Mason, Miriam Bridson, Joan 
Smethurst, Andrew Goldsmith, David Brown, Leonard 
Block, Ms Callaghan, Jimmy Dawson, George Cornah, 
Joan Hyslop, Irene Sadler, Brenda Cook, Dorothy 
Kineally, Margaret Casey, Pam Day, Jerry Murray, 
Lesley Elliot, Moira Morgan, Andrew Dunn, Jim & Libby 
Haugh, Freda Gooding, Phil Nicholson, Shirley 
Simpson, John McDavitt, Jackie Jones, Jacinthe & Gary 
Hughes, Stefan Rowe, Christopher & Clifford Browne,  
baby Roman Johnson, Odell intentions, Paul Martin, 
baby Molly Quayle, Tom Goodwin, Mary Whitfield, 
Hilary Docherty, Ant Walker, Emma Lucas, Joe Kelly, 
Louisa Morriss, Mary Buckley, Peter Ridgway, Tom 
O’Neill, Fr Jim McGrath, Maria Clinton, Mary Murphy, 
Addie McDermott. 

Recently Baptised 
Henry Jamieson Jones, Thomas McCombs-Duncalf 

Recently Married 
Mr & Mrs Sean McCombs-Duncalf 

Recently Deceased 
Joan Cringle, Kate Myers, Kevin Neagle, Carol Cullen 
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http://www.facebook.com/StJosephAndStAlban


WEEKLY ENVELOPES  
 
If you wish to make your weekly offering to the 
church please put it in the letterbox of the 
presbytery or leave it at the parish office.  Many 
thanks for your continued generosity in these 
uncertain times. 
 

NEW OFFERTORY ENVELOPES  
The envelopes for the 2020/21 are at the back 
of each church. Please do not use any of the 
new envelopes until Sunday 12th April.   
Boxes are listed in alphabetical order of surname  -  
If you are unable to find your box please contact the 
parish office! 

GIFT AID 
Our Gift Aid claim is an important part of our parish 
income.  Each year we are able to claim back the 
income tax you paid on the money you donate in 
your offertory donation - last year we received  

£7800.00 
If you pay tax on a salary OR a pension please 
consider joining the Gift Aid scheme and help the 
parish reclaim the tax you have already paid and  
maximise your donation without any further cost to 
yourself.   
For example - for each £1 you give we can claim 
25p and £5 a week becomes an extra £65 over the 
year. You can register for Gift Aid by completing a 
Gift Aid form and returning it to the parish office.   

If you would like any further information please 
speak to Eleanor at the office or ring 638 1520.   

 

Many thanks for your continued generosity  

ST JOSEPH’S LOTTERY 
2 3 5 8 14 15 

Lottery is suspended until further notice 
Next time the jackpot will be £260 

TRUSSELL TRUST FOOD  BANK 
Donations can be left at church  

or at the Parish Office 

St Alban’s Distribution Centre  
CLOSED BY TRUSSELL TRUST  

 UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

St Albans 200 Club 
 

 £25 75 M Cox 
 £10 7 J Nowell 

Weekly draw will continue as many of the numbers 
are pre-paid.  If you pay weekly please put your 
money in an envelope and leave at the parish office. 

PARISH  NEWSLETTER 
If you would like to receive a copy of the newsletter via 

email please send a request to 

stalbanandstjoseph@yahoo.co.uk 
and you will be added to our mailing list. 

CANCELLED 
It is with sadness that ALL masses, holy communion visits, parish groups, meetings, social activities, 
lottery, raffles, sponsored walk and any planned gatherings are cancelled until further notice.  If you 
have an email address and you would like to be added to our mailing list please email the office at  

stalbanandstjoseph@yahoo.co.uk 
We will endeavour to keep you up to date with any changes as soon as they occur and pray that you 
all stay safe and well through this difficult time. 
 
 
IF YOU NEED HELP DURING SELF-ISOLATION …. 
The SVP have members who would be willing to undertake NON CONTACT activities to support 
those people in our parish who may need to self isolate and who may need shopping or medicines 
picking up, or who would maybe like a phone call from us.  The contact number  07905 309 204 and 
they will do their best to support those in need.  

Offertory Collection  -  14/15 March 2020 
 

Loose £210.76 Gift Aid Envelopes £301.59 

Non Gift Aid envelopes £151 

Total  £663.35 

Thank you for your continued generosity 

Pope Francis’ Prayer to Mary during the coronavirus pandemic  

O Mary, you always shine on our path as a sign of salvation and of hope. 
We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who at the cross took part in Jesus’ pain, keeping your faith 
firm.   You, Salvation of the People, know what we need, and we are sure you will provide so that, as in Cana 
of Galilee, we may return to joy and to feasting after this time of trial.  Help us, Mother of Divine Love, to 
conform to the will of the Father and to do as we are told by Jesus,  who has taken upon himself our sufferings 
and carried our sorrows to lead us, through the cross, to the joy of the resurrection. Amen. Under your 
protection, we seek refuge, Holy Mother of God. Do not disdain the entreaties of we who are in trial, but deliver 
us from every danger, O glorious and blessed Virgin. 


